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° SIXTH LETTER. 


My Dear Frrenp,—Let us continue this review of facts and argu- 
ments which have been opposed to my doctrines. 

There is an observer upon whose works my antagonists place great 
value, and they are in fact worthy of much esteem. I have cited them 
honorably in my preceding letter, and you see me disposed to accord to 
them the value which they menit. is observer, whose results have 
been opposed to me without cessation, is M. C. Martins. Well, what do 
the results of M. Martins prove in the elucidation of the great question. 
of the consequences of blennorrhagia as cause of syphilis? Remark 
that it is precisely on account of the accuracy of the observation, of the 
scientific method employed by this observer, and in fine of his statistics, 
that they have made so much noise about his figures and his conclusions. 
What, then, do his figures say? I find them very favorable to my doc- 
trines. Is it by complaisance? Judge of it. 

_M. Martins gives a statement of 60 observations of syphilitic eruptions. 
Now how many times has the chancre been noted as antecedent? 46 
times, my dear friend. In 14 cases only, M. Martins assures us that he 
has found no other antecedent than simple blennorrhagia, two of which 
were accompanied with bubo, and two with orchitis. But M. Martins 
adds that he had not the opportunity to make the diagnosis of these 
cases of blennorrhagia, and that he trusted to the testimony of the pa- 
tients. You know what I think upon this point. There are some tes- 
timonies, without doubt, that we ought to believe ; but I shall always 
maintain that when there is a question of diagnosis as difficult as that of 
chancre in the urethra, the testimony of people entirely strangers to the 
profession, often ignorant and narrow-minded, and who understand neither 
the sense nor the bearing of the question, is of very little value. With- 
out doubt we accept testimony in some questions much more grave, 
in those of life and death; but it does not follow that the testimonies 
always true, and the judgments always equitable. : 

Permit me to offer you a general remark, which finds its place here. 


In many of the observations of M. Martins, as in several of those of 
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M. Cazenave, and as in almost all those of a great number of authors, 
you find in their summary these words—many primary accidents. These 
primary accidents which have necessarily produced the constitutional 
verole, are the chancre and the blennorrhagia. If my antagonists, by 
some reasonable motives, attached the consecutive infection rather to 
blennorrhagia than to chancre, we should have to examine this doctrine. 
But no, you know and you have read it, and you ought not,to be much 
astonished, that it is together that they group these primitive accidents ; 
that it is without considering the distance which separates their appear- 
ance one from the other, and that it is in giving to them all the same 
value, the same consequences and the same results. In truth, is this 
good science, is it strict observation? What should you think of a phy- 
sician who should tell you, here is a man suffering from hydrophobia ; he 
has been bitten ten times; it is three years since, two years, one year, six 
months, and very recently. . But his disease is evidently owing to the 
successive inoculations which he has undergone. Or, here is a varioloid 
atient, who has gone through five or six epidemics of variola—at the 
ast one the disease manifested itself; it is but the consequence of conta- 
gions and successive infections. 

I confess that it is not thus that I understand science. I am as- 
tonished that a mind as strict as that of M. Martins, who agrees with me 
that blennorrhagia is due to causes entirely foreign to syphilis ; who 
logically is forced to admit that the blennorrhagic antecedents as causes 
of syphilis are extremely rare, and that the chancre consequently is 
the most frequent antecedent of the verole—I am astonished, 1 say, 
that in order to arrive at the conclusion that a simple blennorrhagia can 
produce syphilis, he is content with his sixty observations, of which he 
chooses three, and particularly one, which I ought to bring forward here. 

“ An apothecary, aged 23 years, contracts a blennorrhagia, but it troubles 
him so little that he continues at his occupations. He goes hunting, and 
even has sexual intercourse. Then follows an orchitis, which forces him 
to take care of himself. The blennorrhagia is cured, after having lasted 
six months. Seven years afterwards, an ulceration appears at the open- 
img of the left nostril, another one at the internal surface of the lower. 
lip. ‘These ulcerations extend ; the two lips are attacked upon the.en- 
tire left side, then they are partially cured, and ulcerations follow at 
other points. The ulcerations have rounded borders, and are cut per- 
pendicularly ; the cicatrices are delicate, rosy and pliable. The patient, 
admitted into the wards of M. Biett, is cured in a month by the use of 
the proto-iodide of mercury. Shall we say that this patient, half physi- 
cian, who examined himself carefully, as we have seen him do at the 
hospital, had ‘chancres without perceiving them ?” 

Yes, certainly, I will say that that patient had very well-marked chan- 
cres, from the description which M. Martins gives, and that the pa- 
tient had not recognized them, on account of the unusual seat which 
they occupied. As to the manner of the contagion, M. Martins will 
not ask me, and I shall not take it upon myself to point it out. He 
knows, however, as well as I, how these accidents can blow, and with- 
out seeking malice therein, in the exercise of the duties even of this 


good apothecary. 
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You are aware, my dear friend, that the chancres, unusual in their 
situation, and difficult to discover, are less rare than is thought to 
be the case. I cited to you an example in my last letter. Here are 
others. 

Some years ago, M. Lustermann, professor at Val-de-Grace, brought 
to my house a lawyer, having a tumor upon the lower eyelid, at the 
inner angle of the eye, ‘hard, resistant, elastic, with a red granulating 
surface, and in process of cicatrization. ‘This tumor had been already 
seen by many physicians, and, if my memory serves me, some oculists 
had been consulted, but its nature had been until now unknown. 1 
was asked if it was connécted with some venereal antecedent more or less 
distant. Pushing my examination further than my brethren, I found 
the glands about the ear, those of the parotidean region, and the sub- 
maxillary, enlarged, indolent and elastic. The posterior cervical glands 
were already tumefied. The surface of the body was covered with 
exanthematous spots proceeding from the best characterized syphilitic 
roseola ; lenticular spots of a dull red, leaving in some places, under the 
pressure of the finger, a tawny yellowish color; absence of fever and 
of pruritus. 

To the great astonishment of M. Lustermann, this was my diagnosis : 
Indurated chancre at the inner angle of the eye (successive engorgement 
of the glands about the ear, also of the parotidean and submaxillary ) ; 
secondary affection of the cervical glands ; syphilitic roseola ; precocious 
secondary accidents. 

To the great astonishment of the patient, I said to him—It is two or 
three months, sir, more or less, that you conveyed to your eye the con- 
tagious matter, which inoculated you with syphilis. Recovered from 
his surprise, the patient said to me, “ In truth I remember having sle 
with a woman, and after certain contacts, I was seized with Maal itc 
ing about the eye, where I carried my hand, and rubbed it during a con- 
siderable time. It is from that moment that my eyelid has become 
diseased.” 

Is it not true, that if this gentleman had been attacked with a blen- 
norrhagia, either antecedent or accompanying, it would have been to that, 
that the chancre of the eye and the secondary accidents would have been 
attributed? Very well, 1 must say that the nose of M. Martins’s apotheca- 
ry found itself probably in the same condition as the eye of our lawyer. 

M. Cazenave ought to recollect the history (no longer ago than 1847) 
of a very intelligent student in medicine, in whom he diagnosed a consti- 
tutional syphilis d’emblée, characterized by a roseola without antecedents. 
This young man presented himself at the Hospital du Midi, and there we 
were able to show the existence, before all the students, which had 
entirely unperceived, of an indurated chancre extremely well marked, 
seated upon the left cheek, and concealed under a thick tuft of whiskers. 
The submaxillary glands—unobjectionable witnesses—were engorged 
and indolent, with that character of resistance peculiar to these glandular 
enlargements, symptomatic of indurated chancre. ‘This ulceration, to 
which the patient had attached no importance, being revealed ‘to him, 
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he was able to state with precision the origin and the date of it, which 
agreed perfectly with the appearance of the secondary symptoms. 

At this same time in the wards of the Hospital was a patient having 
a chancre (primary accident) upon the sinciput. I showed, at my clini- 
cal lecture, a woman who had an indurated chancre upon the left eye- 
brow, with a symptomatic énlargement of the glands about the ear, 
which had two months preceded a nocturnal cephalalgia, enlargement 
of the posterior cervical glands, and a roseola. 

I should never finish, if I attempted to indicate those cases only which 
have passed under my eyes, of chancre seated in unaccustomed places, 
and which would be confounded with secondary accidents attributed to 
a blennorrhagia of shorter or longer standing, by observers little accus- 
tomed to accuracy. I have at this moment even, in the first ward of my 
hopital, a patient, affected at the same time with a simple blennorrhagia 
of the urethra (inoculation negative), and with indurated chancre of the 
upper lip, accompanied with an indolent enlargement of the submaxillary 
glands, concomitant affections, but independent one of the other. 

Here is sufficient, it appears to me, to prove to you how frequent and 
insidious are the causes of error under similar circumstances, and to le- 
galize my scepticism as regards certain observations. 

But I ought not to forget that my. learned brother of Lyons is waiting 
for me with five observations which he opposes to my doctrines. I ought 
the more to return to them, as these five observations have sufficed to 
convince the strict and reserved mind of M. Legendre. 

First, as I have already told you, one of these observations is done 
away with, for the patient who is the subject of them had had previous 
chancres. Four cases of simple blennorrhagia followed by syphilis re- 
main. But of these four cases I shall permit myself to do away with 
two, for M. Baumés did not practise inoculation. ‘These cases ought, 
then, to enter into the numerous category of those blennorrhagias for 
which there has not been a strict diagnosis. One remarkable fact, which 
you will permit me to notice in passing, is, that M. Baumes, who 1s cer- 
tain of having inoculated the greater portion of the patients who have 
presented themselves to him, has fallen precisely upon two cases of 
syphilitic blennorrhagia, in the diagnosis of which he deprived himself 
of the precious aid of inoculation. We are then reduced to two other 
cases, where inoculation has been practised with a negative result, and 
which have been followed, nevertheless, by constitutional accidents ! 

In one of these cases there is question, also, of a nose, which again 
appears to me excessively suspicious. Here is the history, reported by 
M. Baumes :— 

“Of the two patients inoculated, one remained at Antiguaille two 
months. His blennorrhagia was difficult to cure ; he had still a white 
discharge when he left the Hospital. He entered it again three months 
after with a syphilitic eruption, in red patches, copper colored, partly 
furfuraceous, partly scaly, and a rounded ulcer with a greyish ground, 
with perpendicular borders, and with an erysipelatous circumference situ- 
ated in the left nostril. At this period the discharge did not exist. This 
patient had had no coitus since his leaving the Hospital.” 
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You will find here, again, a very complete description of the primary 
ulcer ; and how does it happen that in presence of a faét so important, 
in the point of view of a question so litigious, M. Baumés did not try 
the inoculation of this chancre? I regret it sincerely, but in the ab- 
sence of all strict diagnosis, 1 ought to place this nose in the same cate- 
gory with the nose of the apothecary. 

Here I am, then, face to face with one observation only of M. Bau- 
més, and that the last one. My learned colleague well says that he 
inoculated from the seventh to the tenth day of thé appearance of the dis- 
charge ; but how much time had passed since the infecting coitus? M. 
Baumes knows perfectly well that a knowledge of this is not unimportant. 
He knows also, as well as I, that the chancre which is ordinarily tbllowed 
by secondary accidents, generally extends itself but little ; that it is per- 
fectly indolent ; that its suppuration is so little, that it can pass unper- 
ceived. Upon all this, M. Baumés is as well edified as myself, 1 am 
very sure. ‘These ulcerations do not in any way prevent a blennorrhagia 
from being produced, a short or a long time after, and it is not astonish- 
ing that the one in question did not furnish inoculable pus, the chancre 
having arrived at the period of reparation, or having completely dis- 
appeared. It is moreover necessary to suppose, that before his first 
entrance into the Hospital, or after his departure up to the time of his 
return to it, the patient had not undergone another contagion, and by a 
way which escaped the sagacity of our colleague. ‘ 

All these objections apply equally to the observation of M. Lafont- 
Gouzy, in which secondary accidents came on after a blennorrhagia 
which had been inoculated without result. He does not say anything 
of the time which separated the coitus from the manifestation of the 
symptoms, a period sufficiently long for the cicatrization or reparation of 
a chancre. 

It appears to me, after all this, that my colleague of Lyons, who main- 
tains that the simple blennorrhagia can give rise to the same accidents 
as the chancre, can permit me to send back what he addressed to me, 
viz., “that he establishes as principle that which is in question, and ad- 
vances an hypothesis devoid of strict foundations.” 

Thus fall to the ground, one by one, the objections so grave in appear- 
ance made against my doctrine. ‘Thus, | continue to believe— 

With Girtanner, “that syphilis recognizes most generally for cause, 
chancres and buboes, and that it very rarely follows a blennorrhagia.” 

With Swediaur, “that the symptoms of syphilis are rarely manifested 
after blennorrhagia.” 

With M. Rayer, “ that the secondary cutaneous eruptions with blen- 
norrhagia are rare; that we observe them in a much smaller proportion, 
than after superficial and deep venereal ulcers.” 

These opinions, as you see, agree very well with the relative scarcity 
of the chancres of the urethra with symptoms of blennorrhagia. 

I could still cite many other authorities. But I have not finished with 
the objections, In my next letter I shall examine some of another na- 
ture, Yours, &c. Ricorp. 
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EARLY OPERATIONS FOR HARE-LIP. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Havine advanced the opinion, in some of the former numbers of the 
Journal, that an early operation for hare-lip was more successful than 
when deferred, I wish to add some additional testimony and remarks in 
favor of that opinion. . 

On the 2d of February, 1851, [ was called to operate on a child in 
Marblehead, born with a hare-lip. The late Dr. Briggs, who knew m 
preference in favor of an early operation, sent for me immediately on the 
birth of the child. I performed the operation when the child was but 
_ twelve hours old. I operated in the usual manner, with scissors and su- 
tures. My method is to use three simple sutures — one far up in the nos- 
tril—one at the epithelium of the lip, where the cutis terminates, and 
one midway between these. The wound healed at every point by the 
first intention, and the child was put to the breast on the sixth day, which 
was as soon as lactation was established. 

On the 22d of May, 1852, a healthy male child, with a hare-lip, was 
born in my practice. It had a cleft palate and superior maxillary bone, 
and the left ale nasi more than usually dilated, flattening the nose and 
giving a hideous expression to the countenance. I operated when the 
child was six hours old. I dissected up the skin very freely, separating 
the cartilage from the bone, and then brought the parts together with su- 
tures, taking especial care that the upper one should be sufficiently 
high up in the nostril. Union by first intention followed, and the child 
nursed readily in six days. ; 

For some years I have been more and more satisfied that operations in 
surgery are most successful as they approach nearest to the period of birth. 
In the earliest infancy the recuperative powers seem to be strongest. I 
have also remarked that the sensibility to pain is less distinctly marked at 
first, than after a few days. In the last-mentioned case of hare-lip ope- 
ration, the child actually slept while the lip was being dissected from the 
maxillary bone. 

It was formerly generally believed that the earliest infancy was the pe- 
' riod when the system was most liable to convulsions. I have been led to 
doubt this maxim, and to believe that the nervous system is more easily 
excited, the more its function is called into exercise, and this is certainly 
not the case immediately after birth. A newly-born child also sleeps 
more, and when awake is less observant and prone to motions of the ex- 
tremities, than after a few days of extra-uterine life. The anxiety and 
unhappiness of the parents, also, are of so much shorter duration as we 
operate earlier on the patient. A. L, Person. 


Salem, Sept. 7, 1852. 


CONGRESS BOOTS—TIGHT LACING, WEAK ANKLES, &c. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


My pear Frtenp,—I have just had my attention called to an article in 
your Medical Journal of the 11th August last, condemning the wearing 
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of Congress boots particularly, and all tight-lacing generally. Now, you 
cannot disapprove and condemn tight-lacing more heartily than my 
humble self; but believing you are in error in your conclusions about 
the Congress boots—that you have so mixed them up with strange and 
bad company, that they may suffer, like poor Tray in the fable, | take 
the liberty to trouble you with a letter on the subject. 

Congress boots are an American invention, and have been in use, here 
in Boston, over six years—during which time, the demand for them has 

_ been more than doubled each succeeding year, and. has always far ex- 
ceeded the supply, even at seemingly high prices. The manufacture 
and sale of them is now immense, far exceeding that of any other kind 
of genteel boot and shoe. They are now made and worm wherever 
boots and shoes are made and worn. Even the Queen of England, and 
the aristocracy of Europe, wear them. And they give such general sa- 
tisfaction, that all those who wear a pair of them, properly made, there- 
after want the “ Congress” and nothing else. : 

Strange as it may seem, taken in connection with the article in - 
tion—accounted for, however, to my mind, by your recent and long 
absence—it is nevertheless true, that Congress boots are generally worn 
by surgeons and physicians, and have been by them extensively recom- 
mended for, and worn with the most satisfactory results, by, who 
have weak ankles, and those subject to “swelled feet and dropsical 
limbs,” &c. 

Why, my dear Doctor, ladies who wear the old-fashioned gaiter boots, 
with openings in front or at the sides to let the feet in, and strings or 
laces to close up these openings and thus confine them to their feet and 
ankles, will always lace them as tight as possible, to make them set well 
and show off their “ pretty feet and ankles” to the best possible advan- 
tage ; and I do not blame them, for they know that all gentlemen like to 
see a well-turned and neatly-fitted foot and ankle, as well as a handsome 
face and form. And as this tight-lacing is usually done while they are 
in a quiescent state, of course their feet and ankles are not then usuall 
swollen. Well, does not this “tight lacing,” binding the ankles, as it 
really does, about as tight as you would bind a ligature for bleeding, 
cause the feet and ankles to swell? And, thus laced, does not walking, 
dancing, &c., cause them to swell even worse yet? I have seen ladies 
in such pain, caused by these bungling and awkward old-fashioned con- 
trivances, that they could not walk, but merely wriggled, as they moved 
along, with tears in their eyes, and looking miserable beyond the power 
of “paint and putty” to conceal it! You can see such sights on 
Washington street any fair day. P 

Now you know that these old-fashioned strings and laces will ‘not 
give or stretch to suit the wants of the foot and ankle. Neither will the 
materials of which the boots are made. And on this account the strings 
frequently break or tear out, or the boots rip or burst, and are thus ruined. 
And therefore I think ruis the kind of. “ boa constrictor” binding of the 
foot and ankle, which should be condemned and banished from society. 

On the contrary, Congress boots are without the nuisance of laces or 
strings, or any openings requiring them. The elastic gores readily and 
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easily expand to admit the foot, and then close up around the ankle, 
causing the boot to fit the foot and ankle “like a glove.” In this re- 
spect, no other boot or shoe can compare with them. And they are so 
elastic that they readily yield to and accommodate all the wants of the 
foot and ankle, while sitting, standing, walking, dancing, &c. The elas- 
tic brace they furnish, renders them invaluable for much exercise on the 
feet, especially dancing. And of course they will wear longer, as well as 
better, than the old fashions—i. e. if properly cut and made. And how 


_ much easier and quicker they are put on and off, than the old fashions ! 


Why, doctor, they are the handiest, the neatest, the most comfortable, 
best, and, in the end, cheapest covering for the feet ever invented ! 

_ Instead of being uncomfortably tight around the ankles, I have known 
“ladies who had never worn a pair of Congress boots, at first object to them, 
“ because they could not feel them enough ”—because they did not bind 
their ankles tight enough! Of course, their ankles had been so accus- 
tomed to the old-fashioned strings and laces, or “ tight cording,” that 
nothing short of such abuse seemed to satisfy them. It had become a 
sort of “second nature.” But when such ladies had once tried a pair 
of these boots, properly made, and ascertained their real merits by prac- 
tical experience, they would never after wear a¥y other sort of boot or 
shoe, even as a gift—provided they could get suiied with a pair of Con- 


In fact, those who know or ought to know the most about these Con- 
boots believe their effects on the wearer to be exactly the reverse of 
those ascribed to them in the said article in this Journal ; and that is one 
of the principal reasons why they have been so extensively recommended 
and patronized. 

It may not be deemed out of place here, to name the fact, that the 
elastic webbing used in these boots, is the same kind that is so extensivel 
used by surgeons and physicians, and those who manufacture their arti- 
cles, for bandaging “ swollen limbs,” &c. I have yet to learn, however, 
that this “ India-rubber contrivance,” or any thing of the sort, would do 
to “bind a ligature for bleeding.” Probably it would be found rather 
too elastic for any such purpose. * 

} fear, my dear doctor, that these Congress boots are located so “low 
down,” that you have overlooked their real merits, and attributed to 
them faults that belong to the old fashions—faults which this invention 
was designed to obviate, and which they always do obviate, when rightly 
made. Indeed, I think the shoemakers ahead of you in this invention. 
You know it is their business to look “low down,” for their business is 
“low down.” And you know there are “learned shoemakers” as well 
as “ learned blacksmiths.” And J know there are “ botches” engaged 
in shoemaking, as well as “ quacks” in medicine, &c.; and the former 
are as bad as the latter. They always manage to do mischief—even in 
making Congress boots—and the good too often suffer in reputation and 
business on their account. 

Your friend and obed’t servant, E. Wittmartu. 


Boston, September 9, 1852. 
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THE SUGAR-HOUSE CURE FOR BRONCHIAL, DYSPEPTIC AND CON- 
SUMPTIVE COMPLAINTS. 


BY SAMUEL A. CARTWRIGHT, M.D., N. ORLEANS, LATE OF NATCHEZ, 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Jonrnal.| 


A RESIDENCE in a sugar-house, during the rolling season, far su 

any other known means of restoring flesh, strength and health—lost by 
chronic ailments of the chest, throat or stomach. ‘The rolling season is 
the harvest, when the canes are cut, the juice expressed and converted 
into sugar. In Louisiana it commences about the middle of October, 
and ends at Christmas, but is sometimes protracted into January. Not 
long after the Venetians, in 1471, discovered the art of making sugar 
from the cane, it was observed that the laborers, engaged in the process, 
fattened and became more healthy during the cane harvest. The ex- 
perience of upwards of three centuries, in making sugar from the cane 
on this continent, proves that the negroes fatten and become remarkably 
healthy during the rolling season. ‘The health and fattening properties 
of that season are not confined to the negro race, as some have erro- 
neously*supposed. This is abundantly proved by the experience of the 
sugar-growers of Mauritius, Bengal, Java, the Straits of Malacca, the 
Philippine Islands, Australia, and many other places where negro-labor 
is not employed. Leonard Wray, a sugar-planter of British India, of 
vast experience in the culture and manufacture of cane into sugar, and 
the author of a standard work published in London in 1848, entitled 
“The Practical Sugar-planter,” says, at page 21, “ The fattening 
qualities are abundantly shown on every sugar estate in the world ; 
however, as this admits of no doubt, I need not dwell on it.” 

It is, however, only at one season of the year, the rolling season, 
when the operatives on sugar estates are observed -to become fat and 
healthy. ‘This has been attributed to their eating sugar and drinking 
cane juice and syrup. Inquiry into the matter, guided by the inductive 
philosophy to aid the mind in the search for truth, will prove that it is 
not the season of the year, or the sugar consumed, which fattens the 
operatives, but something within the walls of the sugar-house. The 
laborers who are nof*employed in the sugar-house, | have found, from 
careful inqury, do not get fat, and are as liable to disease as those on 
estates where no sugar is made. All the laborers on a sugar estate are 
divided into two. portions—one to labor in the field and to supply the 
mill with cane; the other to manufacture the juice, after it arrives in 
the boiling-house, into sugar and molasses. ‘The field hands are engaged 
in cutting down the cane and hauling it to the mill. They have the cane 
stalks, abounding in juice, to eat at will, which those in the house have 
not. As to the sugar and the condensed syrup, neither class of laborers 
can get access to it, except by permission. Yet those in the sugar-house 
fatten, while those in the field do not. All improve more or less when: 
they interchange places and each division takes its turn in the sugar- 
house. Where the time is unequally divided, the laborers who remain 
longest in the house are the fattest. The white as well as the black, 
who occupy the sugar-house, during the rolling season, fatten and keep 
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healthy. ‘The overseers and sugar-makers are generally white men, and 
share equally with the negroes in the benefits derived from occupying 
the manufactory. White men, who are engaged in other avocations on 
the plantation, although the syrup and cane-juice are always at their 
command, are not observed to fatten. 

Not long since, a creole French woman, from La Fourche Interior, 
whom I had never heard of, came to the city to consult me. She was 
very lean in flesh. She said that last year | had given one of her neigh- 
bors, who was a mere skeleton, a prescription, which had not only fat- 
tened him, but had made him weigh more than he ever did. She 
wanted the same: On telling me her neighbor’s name, ] remembered 
the case of a gentleman, very much reduced in flesh, having pain in the 
chest, sore throat and bad cough, preceded by hemorrhage from the 
lungs, whom I had advised to take himself to the sugar-house, as soon as 
the rolling season commenced, and remain in it. He did so, and came 
out of it weighing more than he ever did. 1 latély advised a distin- 
guished jurist from New York to try the same remedy, as soon as the 
approaching rolling season commences. He looked surprised, and as- 
sured me that my advice was only a duplicate copy of that*he had 
already received from Gov. Mouton, a sugar planter and former gov- 
ernor of Louisiana. His Excellency is not a physician by profession, 
nor did he Jearn from me or I from him, but we both, no doubt, acquired 
our knowledge of the great virtues of the sugar-house in bad colds, coughs, 
sore throats, dyspepsia, diseases of the heart, and consumptive com- 
plaints, in the same school—the sugar-makers, planters and overseers be- 
ing the professors, and the broad field of nature the text book. But the 
other day, a planter, the owner of some four or five hundred negroes, ap- 
plied to me for advice, in the cases of a number of emaciated negroes, 
chiefly children, to keep them up until the rolling season commenced. On 
being asked what he intended to do with them then, he replied that he 
would follow his usual custom of sending all such cases into the sugar- 
house, where he was very certain they would soon recover their health 
and get fat. If mere sugar,syrup or molasses would cure such cases, 
that planter, I know, would have given them enough to swim in, rathigtee oo 
than see them sick. On questioning him, howeVér, he attributed great 
virtues to the clarified juice of the cane, drank hot in the boiling-house. 
I found the same opinion very prevalent in the West Indies, when I 
visited those islands, several years ago, for a chronic inflammation of my 
throat. The advice was to visit the sugar-houses frequently, and to go 
into that department called the boiling-house, and drink the hot cla- 
rified cane juice. Sure enough, the remedy, as far as | observed the 
numerous invalids who adopted it, was so speedy and effectual in giv- 
ing relief, that 1 wrote home, that bronchitis, incipient phthisis, dyspepsia . 
and chronic diseases of the liver or heart, of blood origin, could be ' 
thrown off almost as easily as laying off an overcoat. I partook in the ’ 
belief, that the hot syrup or cane juice was an essential part of the pre- 
scription. Last December, having a very severe and distressing cough, 
which, for some weeks, had resisted the usual remedies, I went into a 
sugar-house, drank a glass of hot cane juice, and stood over the kettles, 
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called clarifiers, for some hours, inhaling the vapor arising therefrom. 
The vapor was most agreeable and soothing to the lungs. The fra- 
grant, saccharine aura seemed to penetrate into the inmost recesses of 
the obstructed lobules, opening its way into the intercellular passages 
and air-cells, without exciting cough, but removing the obstructions, the 
cause of the cough. There I stood over the clarifiers, enveloped, for five 
hours, in a dense cloud of vapor of an agreeable temperature and an aro- 
matic odor ; after which | retired to rest and had a refreshing sleep. In 
the morning the inhalation of the vapor was again resumed, when I re- 
turned home, through a cold, raw, windy atmosphere, some ten miles to the 
city, almost well, without experiencing any inconvenience from the expo- 
sure to the cold—the cough and disagreeable sensations of chilliness, 
smothering and febrile irritation, having disappeared almost entirely. 

Having thus struck the trail of a mere induction, I was determined to 
follow it wherever it led, regardless of pre-conceived opinions. It led to 
a sugar-refinery, to ascertain whether the vapors therem were the same 
as those from the clarifiers of a sugar-house. ‘The refinery is a very ex- 
tensive one, and stands on the ground where the great battle of the 8th 
of Januatfy was fought, about five miles below this city. The inductive 
philosophy was in pursuit of a more formidable enemy than was there re- 
pulsed. The smell of dead men’s bones and the fragrant flowers of spring 
were not more different, than the vapors of the refinery and those of 
the sugar-house. Both were saccharine, but the saccharme matter was 
not the same, or was diffused through the air in combination with sub- 
stances very different. In the refinery, inferior sour sugar, from frost- 
bitten or damaged cane, was undergoing the process of purification. 
The planter, who accompanied me, visited the refinery to dispose of his 
inferior and uncrystallizable sugar. ‘The vapor was oppressive and disa- 
greeable, while ,that arising from the clarifiers of the juice of rich ripe 
cane in the sugar-house was most delightful and soothing. Something, 
therefore, besides mere saccharine matter is the remedial agent, or all 
saccharine matter is not the same. 

The induction next led to the cane, to ascertain if the juice of all 
seanes be alike in emitting a vapor carrying healing on its wings, when 
subjected to the rect clarification. It was found that the vapor, 
from the boiling juice of different canes, differed very essentially ; that 
from badly frost-bitten cane, after a thaw, being almost ievenyieable ; and 
that from cane which had taken the second growth from too much heat 
and moisture, was found to emit a disagreeable odor when heated in the 
clarifiers. If the cane, after being frost-bitten, be ground and the juice 
extracted, before a thaw, the vapor arising from the clarifiers of the juice, 
when heated, could not be told from that which had suffered nothing 
_ front the frost. 

In order to pursue the induction further, the sciences of botany, organic 
chemistry and micrography must be called in to clear the way. The 
latter of these sciences declares that it sees with its glasses crystallized 
sugar deposited on the lining membrane of the cells, where the saccha- 
rine matter, like fruit, is deposited. Botany teaches, that each joint of 
the cane plant has an organ in the shape of a leaf, from three to six feet 
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long, which presides over the sugar-making process of that particular 
joint. On the perfection of that leaf depends the quantity and quality 
of the sugar deposited in the cells of that joint. The leaf of any joint, 
on being stripped off, puts an immediate stop to the plastic organizable 
sap distributed to that joint, but does not affect the rest. Organic che- 
mistry shows, that the bursting of the cells, from a thaw, intermingles 
the crystallizable saccharine matter with the nitrogenized principles in 
the plant, thereby giving rise to a viscous fermentation, and that uncrys- 
tallizable sugar is the product. It further shows, that a solution of crys- 
tallizable sugar rotates the plane of polarization of polarized light to the 
right, whereas a solution of the product of fermented cane juice rotates 
the plane of polarization to the left.. No chemical process can ever 
make good sugar out of it. Yet it can be converted, in the refinery, into 
glucose or grape sugar, and made to assume a crystalline structure, and 
moreover to rotate to the right as in the first instance. It is essentially 
different, however, from good cane sugar. Alkalies destroy it ; because 
it is united with an acid. But alkalies have no effect upon good cane 
sugar, although some of them form compounds with it. Strong acids 
do not act upon glucose or grape sugar, but they speedily destroy good 
cane sugar. Sugar, made from the uncrystallizable product of fermented 
cane juice, from beet roots, and the black substance called goor in the 
East Indies, instead of being dignified with the appellation of refined loaf 
sugar, might more properly be called the tooth-decaying, worm-breed- 
ing, scurvy-giving sugar ; while that made from the juice of good healthy 
cane, should be called the tooth-preserving, worm-destroying, anti-scorbu- 
tic and nutritious sugar. Certainly, the latter has proved itself to be a 
good dentifrice, and is known to destroy worms and to cure the scurvy. 

It is to the cane juice, from which the latter kind of sugar is made, 
that the induction leads us to look for the remedial agent existing in the 
sugar-house, so beneficial in bronchial, dyspeptic and consumptive com- 
plaints. A tenuous vapor, of an agreeable, aromatic odor, hovers con- 
stantly over the heated juice in the clarifiers. It is demulcent, sac- 
charine, and grateful to the respiratory organs ; causing no oppression or 
feeling of constriction, as other smokes and vapors so often do, butthe 
lungs seem to expand and drink it in with avidity, as the roots of plants 
respire the moisture of the earth, impregnated with azotized bodies after 
a wd. What humus is to vegetable substances, the elements con- 
tained in this vapor would seem to be to man. 

To follow up the induction, and to ascertain what are the ingredients 
held in solution in this vapor, chemistry will have to be interrogated. It 
declares them to consist (besides the sugar and water) of lignin, gluten, 

reen fecula, wax, gum, bi-phosphate of lime, and other saline matters. | 
Ten gallons of Louisiana cane juice, sent by Mr. Forestall, of this city, 
to Dr. Ure, yielded 53 ounces of saline matters, consisting of the ace- 
tate, sulphate and phosphate of potass, chlorure of potassium, acetate 
of lime and silica. He examined it with reference to the saline matters 
alone. One of the saline substances found by Dr. Ure in the unclarified 
juice, the chlorure of potassium, has been used by Kohler and Christi- 
son in phthisis pulmonalis, prosopalgia, &c. Gluten or vegetable albu- 
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men, in its various forms of zimome, gliadine, legumine, fibrine, caseine 
and diastase, is also found in the juice, When alkali is added and 
heat applied, the gluten coagulates and rises to the surface in a thick 
scum. ‘The green wax, or coloring matter of the juice, contains chloro- 
phyle. The gum is in the form of mucilage. ‘The above-mentioned 
matters contain within themselves all the elements of fermentation. They 
are what are called skimmings. In Louisiana they are thrown away, 
but in the West Indies they are turned to profitable account in making 
rum. ‘The induction bids us follow them up, to witness their effects in 
combination out of the body, to give some idea of what the respiration 
of the same combination of substances in the form of vapor, could be 
expected to produce, when applied directly to the lungs. In the West 
Indies, Jamaica for instance, the skimmings, precipitates and washings 
from the boiling-house, are conducted into a reservoir in the distil-house. 
The alcohol is extracted by distillation. ‘The compound mixture loses 
nothing but the alcohol. After the alcohol is extracted, it is left to 
ferment in what is called the dunder-pond. It is then called dunder, 
from redundar, a Spanish word meaning to contribute. When clarified, 
_dunder is a light, clear, slightly bitter, aromatic liquid, which is always 
best when fresh and free from acid. In a mixture of molasses it has 
same effect as hops in wort. ‘ Dunder,” says Leonard Wray, author of 
“The Sugar Planter,” “is an aromatic substance, which modifies the 
changes or transformations taking place during fermentation ; it increases 
_the density of the liquor [molasses and water], preventing violent fer- 
mentation, and keeps the liquor com atively cool in temperature and 
slow in motion.” e vapor, from the cane juice of the clarifiers, arises 
from the identical substances which enter into the composition of dunder, 
and in addition, is mixed with a large proportion of good crystallizable 
sugar. The drinking of the hot clarified cane juice in the sugar-house, 
supposed to be so effectual in fattening the laborers and invalids during 
the rolling season, is shown by the induction to be connected with an- 
other circumstance of much more importance than the mere heat of the 
saccharine fluid imbibed. ‘To get at the hot cane juice, as it runs from 
the clarifiers, the vapor arising therefrom, containing all the elements of 
dunder, besides a large quantity of pure saccharine matter, must neces- 
sarily be breathed and applied to the whole surface of the bronchial 
tubes and air-cells of the lungs, from fifteen to twenty times every 
minute. 

The induction we have been pursuing has Jed us to a polypharmaceuti- 
cal compound in the form of vapor, containing all the elements of dunder 
and sugar, diffused, like a cloud of incense, through the boiling-room, as 
the efficient agent in giving health and flesh to those who occupy the 
sugar-house. Experience proves that this compound vapor cures catar- 
rhal, bronchial and some dyspeptic affections. There is also some evi- 
dence in its favor as a curative agent in phthisis pulmonalis. Will it 
be too much to hope, that further experience may discover that it 
motes the cicatrization of tuberculous excavations, and heals ulcerations 
of the mucous surfaces of the tracheal passages? But there is already 
sufficient evidence to show that it is an antidote to that acrimonious dis- 
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position of the humors, so often the cause of phthisis. It also soothes 
that morbid irritability, the cause of consumption in many constitutions. 
Andral relates a few cases, in which the absorbents of the lungs were 
found loaded with tuberculous matter. May not dunder and sugar, in 
the form of vapor, stimulate the absorbents to remove tubercles? Dr. 
Turpin, a deservedly-popular French physician, of this city, has collect- 
ed much evidence in favor of the opinion that tubercles are of animalcu- 
lar origin. Fresh dunder and good crystallizable sugar are destructive 
to the inferior orders of the animal creation. Thus, according to Car- 
minati (Opus Therap., Vol. I.) (confirmed by Magendie), sugar destroys 
toads and lizards, whether given internally or applied externally. May 
we not hope that the plant, which Dr. Rush prophesied was then grow- 
ing somewhere or other in the valley of the Mississippi, of sufficient tonic 
and nutritive properties to cure consumption, has at length been found ? 
And is not that plant the very same, which he and his friend Anthony 
Benezet were so much afraid would depopulate two continents ; one to 
get land, and the other to get negroes to work it ? 

Many persons in the South are greatly benefited by a few weeks re- 
sidence in the North. There are fully as many North, who would be 
equally benefited by a residence on the sugar plantations of the South. 
An interchange of visits between the two, would not only serve to pro- 
mote the health of each, but to diffuse information and to strengthen the 
friendly and political relations of both. 

Mechanics, such as coopers, brick-masons, carpenters, engineers, 
smiths, and even common laborers, if well recommended for sobriety, 
industry and morality, could always find employment, at good wages, on su- 
gar estates in the rolling season. Louisiana and the South generally would 
be a much better climate than the West Indies, or southern Europe, for 
consumptive patients, if it were not for occasional spells of cold, wet 
weather. Patients could avoid all bad weather by confining themselves, at 
such times, to the sugar-house, where the temperature is nearly always the 
same, night and.day, and the dampness of the external atmosphere is ex- 
cluded by the processes of sugar-making. If a cure were not effected 
by the expiration of the rolling season, the West Indies could be reached 
in three or four days. The dry season does not begin there until January, 
and until then it would not be proper to go. It is a great error to sup 
that the same plant does not arrive at the same perfection in the southern 
— of Louisiana and the States in the same latitude, as it does in the 

est Indies. This idea is founded on the circumstance that it does not form 
seed. The seed never matures sufficiently anywhere to reproduce the 
plant, either in the West Indies or in Asia. The cane, like the 
cotton plant, requires, in the latter stages of its growth, a little cold, dry, 
frosty weather to make it mature and to prevent its taking the second 
growth, which it is so apt to do in tropical climates from too much heat 
and moisture. The cold nights and hot days of our October and No- 
vember are alike beneficial to both plants. Hence im quality and quan- 
tity the southern States of our confederacy can excel the whole world in 
making sugar and cotton; for the simple reason that the soil, climate 
and seasons are better adapted to the full maturity of the cane and con- 
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ton plants than any other extensive region the world over. The diffi- 
culty, in Louisiana, with cane, is the want of sufficient laborers in har- 
vest time, known here as the rolling season, to get in and grind the 
crop in due time; also in the imperfection of the machinery and a want 
of practical chemists to superintend the sugar-making processes. Sober, 
moral and industrious white laborers are more respected in the South 
than in any other land—which is somewhat contrary to the received opi- 
nion at the North, drawn form the estimate in which drunken, vicious 
and worthless laborers are held. No sensible planters would have such 
on their plantations, to demoralize and corrupt their negroes ; but they 
are sometimes compelled to employ such or none, for some special pur- 
poses. Mechanics, artizans, and men of invention and genius, properly 
recommended, would find no difficulty in gaining admission and employ- 
ment on sugar estates. 
How long the vapor arising from the clarifiers of the ecane-juice, 
should be breathed to effect a cure, would depend on the nature of each 
individual case. A day or two, ora week or two, might be sufficient for 
some, while the whole season of sixty to ninety days would be required 
in other cases. ‘The modus operandi of the respired vapor is an inter- 
esting question, but would occupy too much room for this paper, already 
too long, I fear, for the reader’s.patience ; as it would lead into an in- 
vestigation of the effects of respiration on the assimilating functions un- 
der the light afforded by the Willardian or American discovery of the 
motive powers, which produce the circulation of the fluids. But when 
the physicians of young America are prepared to throw off the chains 
of old, non-progressive, dogmatical Europe, and get tired of following in 
the wake of the destructive march of phthisis, exploring mere effects 
with the stethoscope, but are ready to face about to grapple with the 
original cause of the most fatal malady of the master race of men, they 
may calculate on my feeble aid, if living. . 
144 Canal st., New Orleans, Aug. 19, 1852. 
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Tape- Worm Specific——Soon after the simple orgeat of pumpkin seeds 
was announced as efficacious in the expulsion of the tape-worm, and cases 
of successful treatment had multiplied sufficiently to establish the reputa- 
tion of the remedy beyond cavil, trial was made in Greece, with the 
most-gratifying results. To-day we beg leave to call the attention of med- | 
ical gentlemen to several. cases communicated by Dr. De Forest, of Syria, 
whose communication on the state of medicine in general in that country 
has been crowded out of the Journal to-day. That one dose should have re- 
lieved a patient of sixty feet of tape-worm, is enough to convince the 
doubters. The Othamites, a race of men occupying the table lands on the 
mountains between Mexico and Toluco, suffer more from intestinal worms 
than any other people with whom travellers have had intercourse. Deaths 
are common among them from an enormous accumulation of worms, which 
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perforate the walls of the intestine and enter the abdominal cavity. It is 
worth recollecting that these people exist almost exclusively on vegetable 
food, without salt. But for ages they have had a pleasant remedy for the 
great affliction alluded to. It consists simply of an orgeat made of melon 
seeds. In holy week, the Roman Catholic priests turn their authority to 
good account, the church not permitting any but this and similar beverages 
to be used. In that way, a special benefit is secured in regard to the public 
health. Dr. De Forest might, perhaps, fall back upon melon seeds, which 
are abundant nearly the whole year round in Palestine. We also urge upon 
our medical friends not only to pursue the same course, but experiment 
still further, since it is quite probable that greater success awaits the trial 
of the Othamitic agent. The following are the remarks of Dr. De Forest 
on this subject. 

“ Dear Doctor,—The several packages of the Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal came, and in one of them I found a recommendation of 
pumpkin seeds for tape-worm. This pest being extremely common here, I 
determined to make trial of the new remedy. A young lady in an Ameri- 
can family had taken various drastics, with partial relief, and used turpen- 
tine with calomel, with no better success. She took the seeds, according to 
the directions of your correspondent, early in the morning. In a few hours 
the worm began to pass alive and in enormous quantities, without much 
other evacuation of the bowels. A dose of senna given at noon evacuated 
the bowels of much fecal matter and masses of dead fragments of the 
worm. The head was noticed among the longer fragments. The estimate 
made by the people of the house, who are very intelligent and careful ob- 
servers, is that not far from sixty (60) feet of worm were passed. Men- 
tioning this case to Dr. Kelley (formerly resident at Madeira), he tried the 
remedy in the case of an Englishman, who got rid of some 20 to 30 feet 
of worm, including the head. He reported a second case, where some 15 
feet were passed; and a third, where but a yard of worm came away. 
The dose, I think, was not repeated in any of the above cases. I have 
tried the pumkin seeds in several other cases, until we have almost ex- 
hausted the stock to be found in our small market. Another year we shall 
have the means of more enlarged experiment. In no case has this simple 
remedy failed, in my hands, of procuring greater discharges of the tape- 
worm, and that with less disturbance of the system, than any other remedy 
I have used. I commend it to the profession.” 


Medical Association of Missouri.—On reading the admirably reported 
transactions of the brotherhood in Missouri, it was gratifying to perceive 
the harmonious organization of the Association. Not many years ago, 
Missouri was contemplated as the western boundary of civilization ; and 
now it presents all the energies of the other States, both in its intellectual 
resources and domestic economy. Its institutions of learning are excellent, 
science is cherished, and wealth, comfort and political influence are among 
the crowning glories of that bright star of the south-west. In April last, 
commencing on the 19th, the State Medical Association was in session 
three days, at St. Louis. Besides much business of a local character, and 
therefore not of sufficient interest to republish here, a series of papers were 
read by the members on practical subjects, and highly honorable to 
those who wrote them. Dr. M’Pheeters, the late president, delivered a dis- 
course on the “thorough organization of the profession, as the only feasible 
plan of bringing about a medical reform.” We like one of the Doctor’s 
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sentiments, as, though not new, it has a bearing on a variety of intereste 
jn all the varied relations of society. “ The true theory of our govern- 
ment,’ he says, “ is unquestionably not how much, but how little the people 
shall be governed; not how many, but how few laws shall be enacted.” 
Next follows, a report on Surgery, by Charles A. Pope, M.D. Some of 
his statistics of the progress of this important branch of practice are en- 
eouraging. They show that the greatest achievements in surgery consist 
in knowing when not to resort to instruments; yet Dr. Pope does not ex- 
pressly say this. As a whole, the report is most gratifying, and certainly 
calculated to enhance the reputation of the distinguished author. Dr. 
Pallen’s report on Obstetrics, embraces the current opinions of the day in 
that department. We should have preferred to have more of the commit- 
tee’s opinion in regard to the origin of puerperal fever. It is one of the 
mistakes of our native writers, that they are too fond of quoting authori- 
ties, when their own experience would be far more acceptable. On the 
adulterations of drugs and liquors, the report presents no new feature. 
The fact is, both are hacknied subjects. Books have been multiplied to 
expose the awful cheats in this line, but somehow the world revolves pretty 
much as usual, on its own axis, and people purchase pills and powders, 
and they will do so, let them be ever so injurious, No law can prevent the 
domestic adulteration of drugs that is so much practised in this country, 
An essay on Erysipelas, Y Dr. Vaughn, contains some excellent suggest- 
ions. Dr. Wilcox on the Topography of Boone county, has one essential 
merit, viz., its brevity. A rare talent, that should always be encouraged, 
is that of expressing much in a few words. Lastly, we have Dr. Scheneich’s 
communication on Bilious Fever. He is mechanical in the arrangement 
of each topic, and coolly discusses the subjects of diagnosis, prognosis, 
causes, pathological anatomy, and treatment. We have been ruminating 
upon the latter part of the essay, and it would be pleasant to know that 
every one certainly recovers who is medicated in the scientific manner pro- 
posed in this paper. It is pretty evident that the Medical Society of Mis- 
souri is not excelled by other Medical Societies. The profession of the 
State is an honor to the medical character of our common country. 


Platte River Cholera.—A communication in last week’s Journal, by Dr. 
Clark, of Council Bluffs, respecting the mortality that has lately charac- 
terized the two sides of Platte River, demands the attention of medical 
philosophers. Medical topographers have an ample field before them, in 
the far west, for exploration. And where is there more peed of minute 
examination into the causes affecting human health and life, than upon a 
road so much frequented, and that cannot well be abandoned, notwith- 


standing the melancholy fact that the way is traced by graves instead of 
milestones. 


Saponaceous Dentifrice. — Several prominent dentists have of late be- 
stowed considerable attention upon the preparation of unobjectionable com- 
pounds, which might answer the useful purpose of keeping the teeth in 
a healthful state, and at the same time dislodge and destroy those parasitic 
entities which the microscope has detected burrowing on the margins of the 
gums. Mr. Davis, of Cambridge, was early in the field with a charming 
soap prepared for the teeth, which is now extensively patronized. The 
well-determined fact that soaps actually destroy those nations of impercep- 
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tible beings which build habitations round the base of the teeth, has cre- 
ated a demand that must gratify the manufacturer. Dr. Angell, of West- 
minster st., Providence, R. I., is manufacturing an article for the same 
purpose, which is also excellent. Some might give it a preference over 
the other dentifrices, on account of the finely levigated charcoal which is 
diffused through each cake. The decided antiseptic properties of charcoal, 
have long since led to its use in brushing the teeth ; but the gritty particles 
grind through the enamel, in the course of years, and thus tend to destroy 
the organs the article was intended to preserve. Dr. Angell has obviated 
that difficulty, for the coal he uses is that of willow, smothered, on being 
taken from the pit, in a close vessel. No material chemical element is al- 
lowed to escape. Next, it is reduced to an impalpable powder. Combined 
with the soap, in addition to the charcoal, is some detergent ingredient, in- 
tended to be equally conducive to the preservation of the teeth. Dr. An- 
gell makes no secret of this composition, asks for no patent, and therefore 
he will have the entire confidence of physicians, and eventually of an in- 
telligent public. 


Scald Head.—Obstinate cases of scald head here at the north, in which 
ordinary remedies are powerless, induce us to ask what course is pursued 
south and west in that malady. There are proposed methods of treatment 
which may have proved effectual occasionally, but the query arises—is 
there any specific application that will overcome and eradicate the disease ? 
When it seizes the scalp of an adult, and threatens the destruction of the 
hair bulbs, what course would offer the most reasonable prospect of relief ? 


Miami Medical College.—Without knowing how or why another school 
of medicine has been organized in the city of Cincinnati, we have noticed 
by a circular advertisement that such an one has actually commenced ex- 
istence. Among the faculty, some will be recognized who were intimately 
associated with the old college not long ago. Whether there were not ac- 


“commodations enough in the old college to meet the demands of a great 


influx of students, or the State, becoming a medical centre, rendered the 
establishment of another school expedient, remains to be explained. We 
used to know the exact number of medical schools in Ohio, but we confess 
our inability now to determine the point. 


Congress Boots again.—We publish a communication to-day, from E, 
Willmarth, Esq., of this city, on the subject of these boots, to the use of which 
we lately attributed, in the Journal, injurious effects. He states that they are 
worn by physicians and surgeons generally, and have been recommended 
by them to those of their patients who have weak ankles, or are subject to 
swelled feet, dropsical limbs, &c. He represents the tight lacing of which 
we complained, as not properly belonging to the boot, which is of a yielding 
nature, and more readily accommodates itself to the foot and ankle than the 
old fashioned and unyielding strings and laces. We are willing the Con- 
gress boots should have the benefit of this explanation ; and therefore refer 
our readers to the communication itself, on a previous page. There is no 
department of human dress that needs a more careful oversight than the 
covering for the feet, and we do not consider this matter, therefore, unworthy 
of notice in a Medical Journal. 
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Recommendation of Quack Medicines.—The following, froma highly re- 
spectable American physician in China, is inserted by particular request. 

The undersigned learns with regret that his name has been employed in 
coinmendation of certain advertised quack medicines. In self justification, 
therefore, he takes this method of denouncing the liberty thus taken. © 

Nimpo, China, May 30th, 1852. . J. Macowan. 


Medical Miscellany.—Y ellow fever and cholera still prevail at Havana, but 
less fatally. —The American Polytechnic Journal, a monthly, is to be pub- 
lished at Washington, under the editorial charge of Prof. Chas, G. Page and 
his learned associates. Dr. P. went originally from Salem, Mass. He is_ 
distinguished for scientific knowledge. — Geranium Maculatum is prepared 
at Lowell, Mass., and offered in the market as a remedy for cholera infan- 
tum and ordinary diseases of the bowels.—A writer in Albany imputes the 
bronchitis of clergymen to the tight swathing of their necks in white cravats. 
Others, he says, induce the malady by wearing stiff cravats and starched 
shirt collars:—This is the way the women resolved, in a late conven- 
tion at West-Chester, Penn. : Resolved, that the present position of medi- 
cal organizations, precluding women from the same educational advantages 
with man, under the pretext of delicacy, virtually acknowledges the impro- 
priety of his being her medical attendant.”—Dr. J. B. Johnson, of St. Louis, 
is president of the Medical Society of Missouri. — Cholera has suddenly 
appeared at Buffalo. — Hon. Elisha Huntington, of Lowell, nominated as 
the whig candidate for Lieutenant Governor, is a physician and the present 
Mayor of that city.—Mrs., Elliot, of Jersey city, a few days ago, gave birth 
to her twenty-third child. Both are doing well. Theage of Mr. Elliot is — 
55, and that of Mrs. Elliot is 50. They have been married about 30 years. 
—Dr. L. J. Czapkay, late Hungarian Military Chief-physician, has estab- 
lished himself in Cleveland, for the practice of his profession. 


To ReapERs AND CoRRESPUNDENTS.—We have rarely been so abundantly supplied with 
original communications as at the present time. They have been pouring in from all sections of 
the United States, quite beyond the capacity of the Journal at once to dispose of them, and we 
therefore crave the indulgence of correspondents, where any may happen to imagine themselves 
neglected. Something is due to priority in the reception of articles ; though, as we have before 
mentioned, other circumstances must occasionally govern the time of their admission into the . 
Journal. While thanking the profession for their continued and unabated interest in the success of 
this publication, and of the branch of science to which itis devoted, it is gratifying to acknowledge 
the widely extended patronage it enjoys. By the fair and liberal course which we intend always to 
pursue, wishing well both to individual and to associated medical enterprise, and always labori 
to uphold and enlarge the sphere of medical science, we hope for many more years of uninterrupt 
social and literary intercourse with those on whose indulgence and support we have so long relied. 
It is intended to comprise, in the issue of next week, an extra number of pages, to allow space for 

pers on hand. Among these, in addition to the ones before acknowledged, are the following :— 
Daations of Climate to Tubercular Disease ; On the Study of Medicine in Paris ; Southern Climate 
for Invalids ; Treatment of Tape-Worm; Sanitary Retreats for Invalids ; Study, of Medicine in 
Dublin; Typhoid Fever and matism ; the Discovery of Etherization ; the Use of Chloroform ; 
Recuperation. 


Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Sept. 11th, 107.—Males, 54—females, 93. 
Accidental, 4—apoplexy, 1—inflammation of bowels, 7—bronchitis, 1—disease of brain, 1—in- 
flammation of brain, 2—congestion of brain, l—consumption, 13—convulsions, 2—cholera infant- 
um, 7—cholera morbns, |—cancer, ]—croup, 1—debility, 4—diarrhoea, 5—dropsy, 
1—dropsy of brain, 1—typhoid fever, 1—scarlet fever, 7—heemorrhage, ]—disease of heart, 1— 
infantile, 7—inflammation of lungs, 2—disease of liver, 2—mar , 5—mania, 1—old age, 2— 
puerperal, 3—scrofula, 1—throat disease, 1—teething, 13—thrush, 1—tumor, 1—rheumatism, 1— 
unknown, 1—worms, 2, 

Under 5 years, 67—between 5 and 20 years, 7—hetween 20 and 40 vears, 19 — between 40 
and 60 years, 9—over 60 years,6. Americans, 48; foreigners and children of foreigners, 59 
The above includes 7 donde at the City institutions. 
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148 ’ Medical Intelligence. 
New Theory of Tubercular Deposits——Dr. M. Troy, of North Carolina, 


has written quite an interesting article upon tubercular deposits, in which, 


_after a brief account of the opinions hitherto advanced in relation to the 


pathology, he adds: 

“It now remains to state my own views of the nature of this deposit. 
It is with the greatest diffidence that I attempt what some of the greatest 
men who have ever adorned our profession have failed to accomplish, 
through a long life of patient toil and investigation, devoted to the subject: 
But they have cleared the way, and but little is left to do now but advance 
upon the smooth road they have made. 

“I consider tubercle to be the solid matter of the cutaneous excretion, es- 
pecially of the sebaceous follicles. This secretion not being expelled by 
the natural emunctories, is retained in the blood until, in the attempt to 
eliminate it through an unnatural channel, it is deposited in some other 
> orang organ, where its fluid matter being absorbed, it becomes a tuber- 
cle,” 

Dr. T. then goes on to prove ‘‘that the secretion of the skin is of suffi- 
cient importance to produce this effect when retained,” by a reference to 
its quantity, its constituents, and the acknowledged deleterious effects 
which follow its suppression or imperfect elimination, as well as the morbid 
condition of the skin in various affections in which this morbid condition 
is usually regarded rather as a complication than as a cause of the more 
obvious disease.— Southern Med. and Surg. Journal. 


Discoloration by topical use of Nitrate of Siiver—At a meeting of the 
New Hampshire State Medical Society, held in June last, a clergyman 
was introduced to the Society, whose skin had been deeply stained by the 
topical application of nitrate of silver. The change of color did not appear 
until after the protracted and profuse application of it. The relief experi- 
enced from its use was so great that, though cautioned as to its effects, he 
continued to use it, and said, “ if it is necessary for me to use it to enable 
me to speak, I shall do so, though it makes me as black as a hat.” He is 
otherwise in good health. None of the means used have had any effect 
in removing the color.—New York Medical Times. 


Lupus Cured by large quantities of Cod-liver Oil.—L’Union Medicale 
relates, on the authority of another French Journal, a case of Jupus which 
was admitted into the hospital of Ghent ; the disease had attacked the face 
and chest, and was of long duration. The patient at first took half a 
pound of the oil twice a day ; this quantity was gradually increased to three 
pounds daily, with occasional interruptions when it disagreed. Generous diet 
was at the same time allowed, and the ulcerated spots were touched with tinct. 
iodine, lemon-juice and nitrate of silver. In about seven months the cure 
was complete. About 265 pounds of the oil had been taken.—Jbid. 


Bromohydric Ether—A new Anesthetic Agent.—Some experiments have 
been recently made with this substance on birds, etc., and M. Ed. Robin, 
who. conducted them, is satisfied that it will prove an excellent anesthetic 
agent. This preparation of ether is without taste, and possesses an agree- 
able aromatic odor; and, when taken by inhalation, produces rapid etheri- 
zation, without any subsequent suffering or distressing symptoms.—Journ,, 
des. Connaiss. Med. Chirurg. and Charleston Med. Jour. 
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